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Hydatid cyst of the heart
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A 50-year-old man with diabetes and hypertension was admitted with a right-sided ischaemic stroke. Two years ago, he had undergone a single-chamber permanent pacemaker
implantation for complete heart block. On admission, colour Doppler echocardiogram showed a possible hydatid cyst within the interventricular septum (IVS).

View larger version:  In a new window Download as PowerPoint Slide

http://casereports.bmj.com/content/2009/bcr.2006.095869.full 19/05/16, 6:06 PM
Page 1 of 3



View larger version:  In a new window Download as PowerPoint Slide

A 64-multislice contrast-enhanced CT scan revealed a multilocular hydatid cyst of size 4.7–5.5 cm in the IVS. This cyst (panels A and B) had daughter cysts and a clear
fibrovascular wall. Hydatid cysts may be seen in the liver, lung, bone, brain and other tissues. They may remain silent for decades before presenting with pressure symptoms.

Sudden rupture can lead to anaphylaxis and death. Gradual leakage of intracystic contents produces allergic manifestations. Currently, this patient has refused any form of
intervention. The heart block might have resulted possibly because of the cyst.

Acknowledgments
This article has been adapted from Natarajan Deepak, Bera Motilal. Hydatid cyst of the heart Heart 2007;93:847

We recommend

Heart block and paragonimiasis.
W L Morrison et al., Heart, 1988

Images in cardiology. Myocardial calcification: a rare
cause of diastolic dysfunction.
W Mullens et al., Heart, 2006

The changing state of surgery for adult congenital
heart disease.
J Monro, Heart, 2005

Heart rate, ischaemic heart disease, and sudden
cardiac death in middle-aged British men.
A G Shaper et al., Heart, 1993

Left atrial calcification in rheumatic heart disease: a
rare presentation.
R Vijayvergiya et al., Heart, 2006

Acute heart failure due to transient left ventricular
dyssynchrony: case study.
Matthieu Jourdain et al., Am J Crit Care, 2010

How Many Hearts Should One Child Receive?
Arthur Caplan, PhD, Medscape, 2015

Measuring depressive symptoms in heart failure:
validity and reliability of the patient health
questionnaire-8.
Susan J Pressler et al., Am J Crit Care, 2010

Living with depressive symptoms: patients with heart
failure.
Rebecca L Dekker et al., Am J Crit Care, 2009

Smart Charity Giving; Tele-What?; Higher Costs to
Practice; More
Medscape

http://casereports.bmj.com/content/2009/bcr.2006.095869.full 19/05/16, 6:06 PM
Page 2 of 3



I like this I don't like this

Likes: 0 Dislikes: 0

Rate this article

Tell us why you like/don't like this article

Powered by 

http://casereports.bmj.com/content/2009/bcr.2006.095869.full 19/05/16, 6:06 PM
Page 3 of 3


